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Small Blessings Sunday
October 28
“Start children off on the
way they should go and
even when they are old
they will not turn away
from it.”
Proverbs 22:6
The Small Blessings Child Care is a wonderful
part of the ministry of Grace Covenant. The
center has been in operation for 31 years. It was
originally housed at Conway Presbyterian, but
became a part of our ministry when the Conway
Church merged with Grace Covenant.
The director, Kim Cliett, has been the director
since the school’s beginning. She, along with the
teachers and staff, guide and teach the children
in a loving, caring way.
The Small Blessings Board, which consists of
Grace Covenant members and staff, the Small

Blessings director and a parent representative
meet monthly to give oversight and assistance.
The Small Blessings school year is already
busy with activities which develop the children’s
language and communication skills, math skills
and the arts. Activities are planned that help
them learn to work and play together. Learning
about God’s love is a big part of each day.
This year we welcome new staff members,
Emily Ward and Brenda DeJesus, to the Small
Blessings family.
On Sunday, October 28, we will celebrate
this ministry in worship. The children will
sing in the 10:45 service. Following the service
we will continue to celebrate with a reception
in Conway Hall. This will give the members of
Grace Covenant a chance to meet and greet the
parents and staff and tour the school facilities.

Inside this issue:e:
Fall Fellowship Opportunities…….3
Youth News…………………………..5
Veterans Day………………………...6
Message from Maynard.……….…. 7
See the church calendar online:
http://www.grace.to/
announcements/weekly-calendar/

LIFELINE SCREENING will be returning to our
campus on Friday, November 7th. Life Line Screenings
go beyond regular checkups to look inside your arteries
for signs of plaque build-up. Five screenings are available: Carotid Artery/Plaque, Heart Rhythm, Abdominal
Aortic Aneurysm, Peripheral Arterial Disease and Osteoporosis Risk Assessment screening. These screenings
are painless and non-invasive.
To register call 1-866-229-0469 or go online to
www.lifelinescreening.com/communitycircle

Page 2

October 2018

Ruth
Circle

The ladies of Still Stitchin' With Grace
have been making the sewing machines
buzz with the many quilts that have
been made and distributed.
This March, 40 quilts were given to
Winnie Palmer Hospital and 30 to Give
Kids The World. In June, 50 were given
to Harbor House. A total of 2,567 quilts
have been made since the group started
in 2004.
We would like to
acknowledge our
youngest member, who joined
us this summer:
Kate Finch,
five-year-old
granddaughter
of Cathy Ray. There is no age limit; everyone is welcomed!

Ruth Circle held the first meeting of the
fall season on Monday, September 10th. It
was so good to be together again for fellowship and Bible Study. We welcomed new faces and we continue to encourage the women
of the church to join us once a month.
Our next meeting will be on Monday,
October 8th at 10:00 am in the Conference room by the office.
Winnie Rutherford continues as our wonderful study leader. The study this year is the
PW study, God’s Promise—I am with you.
We continue to support Servant’s Heart
and will be getting an update from Chloe
Battle on their needs and outreach. Please
contact Barbara Hart if you have any quesWe meet each Thursday from 10:00 A.M.
tions.
to 2:00 P.M. Come and join us, or just
stop by to see what we are all working
on.

A Reminder from the
Member Network
Four ways to make people feel important::

1. Listen and ask questions.
Take time to show an interest.
2. Offer praise where deserved,
not flattery, but genuine praise.
3. Care.
If you discover a need, follow up.
4. Treat everyone the same.
Don’t pay attention only to those who
impress you the most.

Get to Know a Deacon
My name is Dale Pham and I am honored to be
an elected Deacon. I was born in Trinidad and
received my education from LIU in Brooklyn,
New York. I was a former member of John Calvin
Presbyterian Church. My husband Hieu and I have
two children, Johnathan and Kailee. I am a registered pharmacist for over 30 years and a co-owner
of Phamily Pharmacy in Kissimmee. I participate
in a number of local events in the Kissimmee community. Please keep me in your prayers so that I am
able to do a good job for my fellow church family.
God bless you.
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I would like to thank everyone
from my Grace Covenant family
for the cards, calls and prayers
after my recent surgery. It is very
special to know such support
and makes everything easier.
~ Barbara Hart
Thank you all for help in making our annual spaghetti fundraiser
such a success! Monies donated help defray the costs of our summer trips where we’ll be Christ’s messengers for those who need
to hear it, and at the same time we’ll be strengthening our own
relationships with Him.
~ The Youth Group

Thanks to all who sent me get-well cards and emails while I was
ill. I am feeling a lot better after having to deal with pneumonia
for several days. Your prayers were certainly felt!
~Pastor Maynard

CHANGE OF ADDRESS

John and Millie Sewell

Fellowship
Caramel Apple Bar

October 14
Hospitality Time
after 2nd service
FAMILY FUN NITE
Tuesday, October 16
6:29 pm - Conway Hall

Rebecca Cuauro

daughter of
Patrick E. Cuauro Nava and Liseth S. Avila Morales

Always good food! Always
good fun!Everyone welcome!
We gather the 3rd Tuesday of
each month for dinner and fun
around the table. Bring a covered dish to
share….drinks, bread and dessert provided.
Come and join us!

FOURTH THURSDAY

AT THE GARDEN
Thursday, October 25 at 6:30 pm
Olive Garden Restaurant – E. Colonial

We extend our Christian love and sympathy to
The family of Joyce Aubry who passed
away Tuesday, September 4, 2018
Reuben and Minnette Mullings and family
on the passing of Minnette’s brother,
Bowers Pindling, in Jamaica.
Richard and Barbara Connor and family
on the passing of their daughter, Sarah.

Friends and family joining together to share
a meal and great fellowship. No program.
No reservations necessary. See you there!

Save the Date
—November 11—
Church Picnic
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Outreach Opportunities...
...be the hands and feet of Jesus in your community!
Join the Outreach Committee
and the Youth Group
for a morning of service at

Monday, Oct. 1 through Friday, Oct. 5,
Grace Covenant will be serving lunch
at Daily Bread.
Contact Trudy Phelps in order to sign up.

The Deacons would like to
remind the congregation
that the Board of Deacons
exists in order to be of
service to everyone. There
are many areas in which
they can assist.
If you are in need of meals due to a death or
illness; if you are in need of transportation for
doctors appointments or groceries; if you are in
need of help with a simple repair the Deacons
are there to help. Or if you just need someone
to talk to….the Deacons are there.
The following is a list of all the Deacons; they
can be contacted through the Church office:

Mary Chesnut
Anne Hughes
Karl Kesler
Sarah Lein
Sue Nordman
Dale Pham

Frank Quiett
Kathy Roberts
Sally Schlichenmaier
Donna Throneburg
Lamar Turner

Don’t forget to smile!

United Against Poverty
on Saturday, October 20,
from 8:00 am - 12:00 pm.
150 W. Michigan St., Orlando
Meet at the south parking lot at UAP, through
the white gate. Wear clothes you don’t mind getting dirty, close-toed shoes and no yoga pants.
If you plan to attend contact Rance Ellis.

COMING EVENT!!!
The Annual Alternative

Christmas Celebration
will be held on Sunday,
November 4, from 9:30 am - 1:00 pm.
Watch for more information on this in the
bulletin, on the Kiosk and in the November
Grace Notes.

Operation Christmas Child Boxes and
instructions to fill them will be on the Kiosk
beginning October 21st. These boxes are due
back to the church by November 11th.

If you would like to have your quarterly
statement emailed to you, when you sign the
Friendship Pad, please include your
email address AND
write ST in the box labeled “Other”.
Send Grace Notes items
to Jane Heppner at
jane.gracenotes@gmail.com
Deadline is the 15th of the month.
Please include Grace Notes in the title of the email.
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ROOTED Student Ministry Schedule
October 7 and 14
Sundays
5:30 - 7:00 pm
Rooted Youth Group

We’ll have awesome dinners,
games, music, prayers, a
lesson and announcements.
Bring your friendz!!!

Sunday School meets every
Sunday, 9:30 - 10:30am,
in the Youth Room with
FREE, yep, FREE donuts,
juice and Jesus!!!

October 20

Saturday
8:15 am - 1:00 pm
UP - United Against
Poverty
Meet in the church parking
lot; take the van and/or caravan to help stock shelves,
take inventory, whatever they
need as they address this
social plight. Earn community
service hours, AND be the
hands and feet of Jesus! You
just might get a free lunch
out of it.

October 26

Friday
4:45 - 6:30 pm
Trunk or Treat
Help Pastor Candy by leading
games, and shepherding our lil’
chee-wees around this Fall Festival in the gym. Earn community service hours, then stay
for…..
The Great Pumpkin Chase
6:30 - 9:00 pm
Something new for us; a citywide scavenger hunt complete
with finding someone dressed
as The Great Pumpkin!
Food and Prizes galore!!

Please bring your friends to anything we do!
They don’t have to be members of GCPC, Presbyterian, or even believers
but you DO need to tell them that the Gospel of Jesus will be taught in some kind of way.
For more details on our events and other news….
you can friend us on Facebook at: Grace Covenant PC Youth,
and on Instagram at: rootedgcpc.

SPECIAL SERVICES TO NOTE:
October 7
WORLD COMMUNION SUNDAY
8:30 and 10:45 a.m.
We will celebrate Communion with Christians around the world by
using special breads. THE COMMUNION WILL BE BY
INTINCTION. The congregation will go forward to get a piece
of bread and dip it in the cup (one set of elders for each side of the sanctuary)…for those who
need gluten-free bread—one elder will be in the middle with a tray of this bread and the regular
cup of juice. Those who cannot walk to the front will be served at their seat.
November 11
VETERANS DAY
There will be one service at 10:45 am
We will be remembering the 100th Anniversary of the end of WWI and honoring all veterans
for their service, especially this year on the 50th anniversary of the Viet Nam War. More information on the service on pg. 6. What a powerful moment it will be to have us all together in the
sanctuary at 11:11 a.m. for a time of silence…as we think about the end of the “War to End All
Wars” and all those who have been willing to be in service to our country. After the service we
will have the Church Picnic.
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Platoon, Atten…HUT!

Attention to orders.

Veterans Day is right around the corner. The
“Plan of the Day” (POD) for Sunday, November 11, 2018, is being worked on in HQ “as we
speak”. The “mission” for that day will be to
honor the veterans who worship among us
and who are dear to the hearts of our members and their families. That means you! But,
we need your help with four goals:
(1) SLIDE PICTURES. We are expanding our
slide presentation. Customarily we only include
the prayer list of those actively serving and our
veterans who are among our current membership. This special Veterans Day we want to include the veterans that are familiar to our church
families’ hearts and prayers and who served at
any time from World War I onward. Since we
will be in church on the 11th day of the 11th
month, and at the 11th hour, as well, (since the
Armistice ending WWI) we intend to have a
comprehensive slide presentation that will honor as many of our veterans of the past century
as possible. If you have any pictures of your
family’s veterans that you have not turned in for
the slide presentation, please get them to the
church office, or to Herschel Hughes, as soon
as you can. We would like the full name, branch
of service, general timeframe of service, and
rank, if you know it. A deadline of October 14th
would be good to shoot for.
(2) HONORING VIETNAM VETS. We
want to honor our Vietnam War veterans in a
personal presentation. Our church is a national

Vietnam War 50th Anniversary Commemorative
Program Partner. As such we want to honor our
Vietnam veterans with a special presentation of
the 50th Anniversary Commemorative pin.
Therefore, we need all our Vietnam War veterans to “take one step forward” and identify
yourself so we can plan accordingly. Just call or
email the office, or Herschel, to insure you are
included in this special presentation.
(3) TESTIMONIES. We would like those veterans that would be willing to share some of
their story to write a brief “testimony” about
their service and how their faith was important
to them during their time of service. We would
like to share these stories as either part of our
Grace Notes and/or Sunday service bulletin.
Just a brief note will be sufficient even though
we know it could be a much longer piece. If you
can give us a paragraph or two…or three, great!
Give it to the church office or Herschel by
October 14th if possible.
(4) SHOW AND TELL. As our church picnic
is planned for the afternoon following the service, we would like to invite our vets to bring
any non-lethal mementoes of their service to
share informally with the congregation. This
might be uniform items, cruise books, pictures
of units/ships/aircraft/equipment, medals,
challenge coins, models, and plaques. We will
have some tables to display the materials, and
we’ll have a security person available to watch
over them during the service. OK! That is pretty
much it. Let us hear from you as outlined above.
Remember October 14 deadline for stories
and pictures. We look forward to a truly superb tribute to our veterans this Veterans Day.
Thank you for your service.

Fall out…AND WORK ON THAT SHINE
ON YOUR SHOES AND STEP A LITTLE
CLOSER TO THE RAZOR THE NEXT
TIME YOU SHAVE! NOT YOU LADIES,
BUT YOU WORK ON THAT PONY TAIL

AND GET IT REGULATION!
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Message from Maynard
It is with mixed feelings that I have announced my retirement. I love being a pastor. It is, I believe, the greatest job in the
world. Pastors are with families when children are
born. We get to hold your infants in our arms and
baptize them in the name of the Father, Son and
Holy Spirit. We work with children and youth as
they grow in faith and as they struggle with the

world. Pastors stand with couples and declare that
they are husband and wife. We are sometimes the
ones they call in their hour of despair and darkest
grief. We sometimes hold their hands in their hour
of death and stand at the grave for their burial,
declaring hope for the Resurrection.
I have loved being a pastor for 38 years and I have deeply appreciated
Grace Covenant allowing me to serve you.
After a lot of prayer and conversation with family and fellow pastors, I
have decided that this is a good time for me to move onto retirement. My
official retirement date will be Friday, February 15, 2019. My final sermon
in the pulpit will be February 10, 2019.
Many of you will wonder about what happens after that. My wife and I
will continue to live here in Orlando, although we will attend another
Presbyterian Church so that Grace Covenant can move forward under the
leadership of another pastor. Central Florida Presbytery will assist the
Session in securing an Interim Pastor. Over the next several months, the
congregation will elect the Pastor Nominating Committee and will search
for the new pastor. I am confident that God has already selected this person.
Meanwhile, I remain your pastor through mid-February and will continue
to enjoy the honor of serving you and God as your pastor until my retirement.
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To:

WWW.GRACE.TO

Dr. Maynard Pittendreigh
Senior Pastor
Candy Vander Weide
Commissioned Lay Pastor

Trunk or Treat
Friday—October 26
Come in Costume!
5:30-6:30 pm Dinner & games in Conway Hall
6:30-7:00 pm Trunk or Treat in the drive

Penny

Everyone - whether you have a child or not - is encouraged to bring
your car, decorate the open trunk and hand out candy to the little
“trunk or treaters”.
We also need people to help with the games and in the kitchen. If you
are able to help, please email candy@grace.to or call 407-898-6571.

