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Summer may seem like it’s lasting forever, 

but school is just around the corner. Stu-

dents and teachers will be heading back to 

class in just a few short weeks. In addition to 

driving carefully on the roads, we can support 

families unable to afford the high cost of 

school supplies by donating to the Youth Back 

to School Back Pack Project. The last day to 

bring items to the church is Sunday, August 4.   
 

The beginning of the new school year is also 

the beginning of the new church school year 

here at Grace Covenant. It may have been a 

few years since we were carrying a back pack 

full of textbooks, but that doesn’t mean we are 

done with learning. As disciples, we are called 

to be life-long learners.  The Psalmist sings 

that our delight is in the law (or teaching) of 

the Lord. and we are to meditate on that 

teaching day and night. (Psalm 1)   
 

We will kick off the church school year 

on August 18 with a tailgate party between 

the services and ice cream social at noon.  

Come to both events—and hear about Sunday 

school classes for all ages and upcoming Bible 

studies at different times and days through-

out the week. If we want to be in the Word, 

we need to be in the Word.   

Looking to share a meal and conversation 

with your study? Join us on Wednesday 

nights in August for one of the three discus-

sion topics of Table Talks.  Or on Wednesday 

nights in September and October for Context--

a study of the geography, culture, history, lan-

guage and religion of the Ancient Near East.   
 

From Presbyterian Women studies on Mon-

day mornings to Financial Peace classes on 

Sunday afternoons, there is truly something 

for everyone at Grace.  

 

School Supplies Needed 
 

The youth group is once again asking for 

your help in collecting school supplies as part 

of a Back-to-School back-pack project for stu-

dents in need in our community.  Thank 

YOU for the amazing amount of supplies 

collected so far.  There will be a collection 

box in the narthex and items must be turned 

in by Sunday, August 4th.  Backpacks are 

needed for all ages.  Suggest-

ed items needed include but 

are not limited to: pencils, 

crayons, markers, glue, rulers, 

scissors, notebook paper, etc. 

A New Year Begins in August 
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Inside this issue:e: 

 
See the church  
calendar online:  

http://www.grace.to/ 
announcements/
weekly-calendar/ 

 

Grateful thanks to all who 

volunteered their time and to 

those who provided supplies 

and resources to help make the 

two Vacation Bible Schools a great time for 

the children who attended.  What a wonder-

ful way to share God’s love with a great 

group of kids.  Thank you for reaching out 

and going beyond!  Candy 

New  Email  Address 
 

Send Grace Notes items to  
 

notes.grace2019@gmail.com 
 

Please submit articles for  

the September issue by August 15th. 

 

We extend our Christian  

love and sympathy to 
 

The family of Ethel Thomas 

who passed away on July 5, 2019. 
 

The family of Charles E. Hoequist, Sr.  

who passed away on July 16, 2019. 

Sheila Heinemann 

 

 

 

John Sewell 

 
 
 

Keith Vetter 

 

 

 

Drew and Diane Knauf 

 

New Address 

F.I.S.H. 
Coming Soon! 

 

On Saturday, August 24th, 8:30 am – 12:15 pm, 

Central Florida Presbytery will hold it ’s 

annual Fish Training event at the Wekiwa 

Presbyterian Church, Longwood, Florida.  

FISH will feature 16 workshops offered by 

outstanding educators, pastors, elders and 

lay leaders from churches within the 

Presbytery.  There is a special emphasis on 

intergenerational ministry, technology, 

personal devotions, worship, and age-level-

specific workshops. 

 

You can find the class and registration  

information on the KIOSK or on-line at 

http://www.cfpresbytery.org/equip.html   

This is an excellent opportunity to brainstorm 

ideas with others throughout the Central 

Florida Presbytery. 

Lifeline Screening  

Lifeline Screening will once again be on the 

Grace Covenant campus on Monday, Sep-

tember 9.  Life Line Screening's preven-

tive health screening services are de-

signed to identify risk factors that can lead 

to heart disease, stroke and other serious 

illnesses. We use three non-invasive meth-

ods to get you lab-accurate results and rec-

ommendations you can review with your 

doctor.  For more information or to make an 

appointment call 1-800-718-0961 or go online 

at www. lifelinescreening.com.   

 
Book Club 4 
 
Youth News 5 
 
Looking for Peace 6 

mailto:jane.gracenotes@gmail.com
http://www.cfpresbytery.org/equip.html
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1. Sunday School improves your Bible 

knowledge. When you know and understand 

God’s Word for yourself, you are more likely 

to obey the Lord. The Bible knowledge gained 

in Sunday School also helps you become more 

proficient in using God’s Word, the Bible. You 

don’t have to “know” the Bible to come to a 

class…come to learn together. 

 

2. Sunday School assists your spiritual growth. 

Think of Sunday School teachers and class 

members who have modeled the Christian 

life. You learned from their examples how 

to live for Jesus. Most importantly, spiritual 

growth often occurs best in the context of 

small group Bible study. That’s Sunday 

School.  And it is a chance for discussion and 

questioning. 

 

3. Sunday  School  provides  a  “place  to  

belong.” In a Sunday School class you are 

known, personally recognized and trans-

parency is more likely to occur. You can share 

needs and concerns from your life. As you 

participate in class discussions, you become 

part of the group. 

 

4. Sunday School helps you build meaningful 

relationships. You meet people, learn their 

names, hear their stories, and meet their 

families. You share fellowship times with 

class members. You minister alongside others. 

And when you have the need for some 

extra help and support, those same people 

are there to offer their help and love to 

you in a personal way. 

 

5. Sunday School gives you opportunities to 

serve and minister. The classes at Grace Cove-

nant have found various ways to reach out 

and serve.  As an example, the Earl Tyson 

class offers special support to members and 

family and friends serving in the Armed 

Services.  Seekers Class prepares and 

serves a meal to the many at the Coalition for 

the Homeless.  Even the elementary classes 

do service projects throughout the year. 
 

6. Sunday School has a place for the whole 

family. In one trip to church your entire fami-

ly can participate in the important purposes 

of Bible study, fellowship, discipleship, 

ministry, and evangelism. You gain the 

assurance of knowing every member of your 

family is involved in weekly, small-group 

Bible study, which is growing their Bible 

knowledge and helping them grow spiritually. 
 

The new Sunday School year will begin on 

August 18, with a Tailgate Kickofff Breakfast 

in Conway Hall at 9:30 am.  You will be able 

to meet with others who have been attending 

a class or those who are interested in 

learning more.  There is a flyer on the Visitor 

Table that gives more information about the 

classes.  Sunday School is an important part 

of the ministry of Grace Covenant.  We want 

you to be a regular part of this ministry.  

Please join us on the 19th.  We’d love to have 

you be a part of the continuing classes this 

year. 
 

If you have any questions, or would like to 

make a suggestion of a class not offered, please 

call or e-mail candy@grace.to. 

6 Reasons Sunday School Is Important 

mailto:candy@grace.to
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What a wonderful, exciting 

summer Small Blessings has 

had! This summer, the children 

attended Vacation Bible School 

at Grace Covenant, had Friday 

movie time and filled the courtyard with ex-

cited voices and they did some unique activi-

ties. They also visited Share the Care daycare 

for the 4th of July party. They end the sum-

mer with a Bounce House Pizza Party in the 

gym. Meet the Teacher day is August 9 and 

their new school year begins August 12. 

Soon you will be noticing speed bumps in 

front of Small Blessings thanks to Connor 

Umpierre’s Eagle Scout project. Connor is 

currently accepting cash or check donations 

for this project. 

The SBCC Board will be reinstating a Conway 

Presbyterian tradition of serving coffee once a 

month to the students’ parents. Get ready be-

cause you may be called to help! 

Enjoy the rest of your summer and get ready 

for school! 

Book Talk:  a book discussion group 

 

7 pm in the Library (Room 4) downstairs 

Smith Hall 

A copy of each book has been ordered for the 

Church library or they can be ordered from the 

Orlando Public Library or as used books online 

for purchase.   
 

Join us for a  

relaxing evening of discussion! 
 

 

 

 

August 5 

The discussion this month will be on the book, 

A Pearl in the Sand which tells Rahab’s untold 

story. 
 

Planning ahead 
 

September 16 

The Gum Thief by Douglas Coupland 
 

October 28 

In the Field of Grace by Tessa Afshar 
 

December 16 

Prayers of a Stranger by Davis Bunn 

Book Club News  

 

Care Committee 
The Care Committee will meet on 

Thursday,  Aug.  8 at  7 :00 PM in the  

Library. Come join us as we share God's love 

with members and neighbors. 
 

Grace Prayer Focus 
The Care Committee invites you to pray with 

them each week for the businesses in our 

community.  

   July 14.   Atomic Tattoo  

   July 28.   Trustco Bank 

   Aug. 11.  Princess Nail Salon 

   Aug. 25.  Small Wonders Children’s  

          Day Care 

   Sept. 8.   Curves 
 

Family Fun Nite 
August 20 

Conway Hall 

6:29 pm 

Covered dish dinner with drinks, dessert 

and bread provided.  Everyone is invited to 

enjoy the good food and even better fun and 

fellowship.  Hope to see you there! 
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ROOTED Student Ministry Schedule 

August 

   4   ROOTED from 5pm-7pm with FREE 

pizza, drinks, and we’ll fill back 

packs which will be delivered the 

next day. 

 

11  ROOTED from 5pm-7pm with FREE 

pizza, games, music, prayers, and 

our lesson. 

 

18  ROOTED Ice Cream Social from 

5pm-7pm with FREE ice cream, 

just bring your favorite toppings 

and enough to share.  You’ll hear 

what exciting things are ahead for 

us!!!  Bring your friends. 

 

25   ROOTED from 5pm-7pm with 

FREE pizza, games, music,      

prayers, and our lesson. 

 

September 

1    ROOTED is off for Labor Day  

weekend. 

 

Students 

Looking ahead – Sunday School meets 

every Sunday from 9:30am-10:30am 

with FREE donuts, juice, Jesus, and 

Carole P!!!  There is also an occasional 

Walk to Wawa! 

Watch for details on our Annual Spaghetti Luncheon, Sept. 22nd. 

For more details on our events and other news…. 

  you can friend us on Facebook at:  Grace Covenant PC Youth,  

and on Instagram at:  rootedgcpc. 

Our College Scholarship Recipients 
 

Kiersten Diaz 
Jessica Hope 

Chloe Neusaenger 

 

Fourth Thursday  

at the Garden 
 

Friends and family come together at 6:30 pm 

on the fourth Thursday of the month (8/22) at 

the Olive Garden Restaurant on East Colonial 

Drive to share a meal and fellowship together.  

No reservations necessary.  Just come and 

enjoy the time with friends and family. 

GRACE COVENANT PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH  

Presents  

Dave Ramsey’s  

Financial Peace University  

September 8, 2019 thru November 3, 2019 

4 - 6 pm  

Conway Hall  

$129.99 

Register online at daveramsey.com/fpu 
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Looking for Peace? 
 

Most people these days have financial con-

cerns. For some, it may be whether they can go 

on a dream vacation, while for others maybe 

it’s choosing among several necessities. Grace 

Covenant is pleased to sponsor Dave 

Ramsey’s Financial Peace University. This 

class can help anyone, no matter what their age 

or income, to understand where their money 

goes, start or increase their savings, and 

become financially secure. The class will meet 

for 9 Sunday afternoons from 4-6 PM starting 

September 8, and will be taught by certified 

instructor David Edmiston. Registration is 

on-line only at daveramsey.com/fpu 

Child care will be available by reserva-

tion only by contacting the church office no 

later than August 23 . Scholarships are 

available through the Outreach Committee!! 

Contact Pastor Melanie for more information 

about scholarships. 

 

Information on Selected  

Servicemen and Women  

Requested 
 

In recent efforts to obtain information for 

GCPC Sunday school classes and the Board 

of Deacons boxes and cards programs, several 

service personnel were discovered to be 

sponsored by folks that either no longer attend 

GCPC or may have decided that their service 

member no longer needed to be on the 

prayer list. If you have expressed a desire 

for your loved one to be on our prayer list, 

please review this list of men and women who 

have been on the list for a substantial time. 

Please let the office know if you still DO desire 

for any of these men and women to be left on 

the prayer list, otherwise we will “discharge” 

them from the list with honors! We re-

main indebted to them and thank them for 

their service.  

 

Carrick Bell   Bryce Fitzgerald 

Victor Jourdain  David Longstaff 

Ryan Orlando  Peter Santos 

Sean Smith 

 

In addition, would the sponsor for Carl Miller 

please remind us who you are?  

 
Back to School at Eccleston! 

 

It’s that time of the year when we have 

traditionally made Back-to-School time bright-

er for the students at Eccleston Elementary 

School by accepting donations to buy school 

uniform shirts for students who otherwise 

could not afford them. Each shirt costs only 

eight dollars! The Outreach Committee will 

be accepting donations until the end of 

September.  Thank you! 

 

Also, did you know that the students at our 

Vacation Bible School collected lots and lots 

of athletic shoes for the Eccleston students?  

The kindness and generosity of our congrega-

tion has a big effect in our community.  

Let’s keep it up! 
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Session Summary 
 

Stated Session Meeting – July 18, 2019 

 

The faithfulness of the Grace Covenant family 

of faith continues to be revealed in its giving.  

The church has slowly and steadily made 

gains toward better financial stability over the 

past several months. Thanks to the generosity 

of several anonymous donors, projects around 

the church that would otherwise have had to 

wait, have been funded.  The church must still 

tackle paying down loans made to itself last 

year; but there is reason to hope that we can 

manage to do that while also planning for 

2020.     

 

Sess ion met  in  July  to  take  up several  

important matters, including the church ’s 

ministry partnership with Share the Care 

which provides adult day care and Alzhei-

mer’s respite care.  Representatives of the 

church and Share the Care met to negotiate a 

new three-year agreement for the use of the 

first floor of John Calvin Memorial Hall which 

is Share the Care’s largest location in Orlando.  

 

Session has proposed changing the bylaws to 

reduce the number of elders from 18 to 12.  If 

approved by the congregation, the change will 

be phased in beginning with the class of elders 

for the class of 2022. The Nominating 

Committee will nominate four instead of six 

elders to begin serving in January, 2020.  

A congregational meeting to approve the 

changes and elect new elders and deacons will 

be held September 15 after the 10:45 service.   

Reports were received from committees which 

are working through the summer planning 

and preparing for new events and ministries 

in the fall. Rally Day will kick off the church 

school year on August 18. The new Care 

Committee is meeting. Outreach is planning 

new ways of reaching out to the community 

and welcoming newcomers.  And Building 

and Grounds has scheduled AC repairs in 

Conway Hall.    

 
Table Talks  

Return in August 
 

Table Talk is a chance to 

gather around a table of 8 – 10 to eat together 

while spending time in study together. The 

meal is provided; there will be a donation bas-

ket to cover expenses. 
 

Classes meet Wednesdays 

August 7, 14, 21 and 28  

6 – 7:15 PM 
 

Registration forms will be in the bulletin 

beginning July 7 and will be due back to the 

office by July 29. 
 

There are three class choices:   
 

1.  Soul Keeping led by Kristen Stieffel    

2.  Confessions are Roadmaps for Daily Living 

of Biblical Truths led by Rev. Harvey Oster   

3.  A Study of the Book of Jude led by Jim Pate.   

 

Don’t miss out! 

Further descriptions of the studies  

are on the registration form.  This is a great 

opportunity for a midweek study.   
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To: 

  

TAILGATE AND CELEBRATE 

THE KICK OFF TO A NEW SUNDAY SCHOOL YEAR 

On Sunday, August 18,  

EVERYONE is invited to a Tailgate Kickoff Party  

9:30 am – 10:30 am. 
 

We will Rally together in Conway Hall for tailgate breakfast treats, fun and excitement.  

Even if you are not currently a part of a Sunday School class, we want you there.  Let’s get 

together after a summer of vacations to catch up with those we know and get to know new 

friends.   

Come alone….as a family…bring a friend!  Go Team!!! 

But, Wait!…… the fun won’t stop there! 

After the 10:45 service, return to Conway Hall for an  

ICE CREAM SOCIAL  

in celebration of the new year!  Give a little cheer…. 

“I Scream, You Scream, We all Scream for Ice Cream!”   

See you there! 


