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Searching for the Next Pastor of Grace Covenant
Grace Covenant is a church in transition.
Grace Covenant is also a church located in a
community that is being revitalized; and the
church exists in a culture that is being radically
transformed at a dizzying pace. That's a lot of
change going on at one time.
Years ago, churches could be described as
somewhat more uniform in the way that
mission and ministry was done. As in, "That's
the way it's always been done." There was an
ample supply of new pastors, trained and
equipped to be called as a replacement for the
departing pastor. And there wasn't so much
that needed to be done to prepare for the new
pastor's arrival. These are over-generalizations,
of course; but the landscape HAS changed!

about discerning how God is calling us to be
the body of Christ in the community where
God has planted us. It's about assessing who
we are now, understanding the needs of our
community as it is now, and casting new
vision, and developing new mission initiatives. Engaging in this mission study process
will help us to know the characteristics and
gifts of the pastor God would have us call.
Continued on page three

Looking Ahead
Churches are operating breweries. Churches
are blending worship with fellowship at open
tables. Churches are ditching traditional
sermons for interactive formats. Churches are
even going without sanctuaries at all and
renting from schools or other venues. You
name it, it's happening. Now! The pastors
being called to serve in such diverse ways in
such diverse contexts are, not surprisingly,
more diverse.
Calling a new pastor these days isn't just
about advertising for a position and following
a process--however decently and in order. It's

October
6 - World Communion Day
19 - Yard Sale
27 - Youth Great Pumpkin Chase
30 - Trunk or Treat
November
3 - Christmas Alternatives
10 - Annual Picnic
28 - Thanksgiving Dinner
29 - Hanging of the Greens
30 - Parents Christmas Shopping Day Out
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Thank you, Grace Covenant
Presbyterian Church. I know
many of you know that I have
been an advocate to strengthen
our church family- reaching out to our
members who need a spiritual lift. To that let
me say, thanks to so many who have for the
past several months done this for me. Your
prayers, special thoughts, kind words, cards,
e-mails, hugs and even meals on wheels have
helped me so much. I still have a way to go,
but with your support, and my faith in Our
Lord, I plan on being able to be with you all
for some time. I have always thought that, no
matter what challenges our Lord gives us,
there is always someone near us with a
bigger “bag of bricks” than we may have. As
such, when we do get an extra brick to carryso many reach out to help us lift that extra
load. There are far too many for me to thank
by name. You and I know who you are.
Thanks to all.
May God Bless you and your families.
Gene Lang


Thank you! You have no idea how much the
scholarship helps me every year and how
much my family and I appreciate it! May
God bless you and all of your families!
Much love, Chloe (Neusaenger)

Send Grace Notes items to
notes.grace2019@gmail.com
Please submit articles for
the October issue by September 15th.

Inside this issue:e:
Book Club

4

Youth News

5

Session Summary

7

See the church
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announcements/

We extend our Christian love and sympathy to the
family of Scott Dorough
who passed away on July 14, 2019
and to the family of Anne Goodman
who passed away on August 19, 2019.

Baby News!
Daniel Scott Vander Weide
was born August 14, 2019.
He is the son of Scott and Janet Vander Weide,
brother of Jacob, Noah, Micah, Hannah, Sarah,
and grandson of Candy Vander Weide.

Home for The Holidays!
Saturday, November 30
2:00 pm
Bob Carr Theater
Join us for a musical celebration of community
and capture the spirit of the season at Central
Florida’s most popular holiday concert. Albert
George Schram leads the Orlando Philharmonic
Orchestra, choirs, and guest artists through
familiar classics and delightful surprises.
Groups of 10 or more = discount on tickets.
Ring in the season with family and friends –
there’s no place like home for the holidays! (Contact Jane Heppner.)

REMINDER
When you make a purchase on Amazon, go to
https://smile.amazon.com/
and you can designate GCPC as the
non-profit group you choose to support.
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CONTEXT
With Pastor Melanie
Wednesdays, 6 – 7:15 pm, Conway Hall
September 4 – October 23
(will not meet October 2)
Get more out of the Bible by learning about the
people, places and cultures of the Ancient
Near East. This seven-week topical study on
Wednesday nights is open to all and can be
joined at any time. Attend as you are able.
No RSVP required. No cost. Bring a Bible.
Topics will include:
•

Geography: Exploring the Land/Climate and
Agricultural Cycles,

•

Sociology: Dominion and Dynasty/Genealogy
and Love,

Ruth Circle will start up the fall season on
Monday September 9th at 10 am.
We will be meeting in room 16 by the office.
Light refreshments will be provided to start
our meeting for fellowship and reunion of our
members.
We will be distributing our study books and
Winnie Rutherford, our study leader, will
provide an overview and introduction to our
study. This year we are studying the Ten
Commandments -Love Carved In Stone. It should
be a great opportunity to promote good
discussion.
All are welcome and if you have any questions
please contact Barbara.

Continued from page one

•

Language: Hebrew Basics/Poetry,

•

Religion: God of Israel/God with Us,

•

History& Politics: Patriarchs, Judges and
Kings/Prophets

•

Ruth Circle

Anthropology: Genealogy & Enmity/
Covenant Loyalty and Love.

“What about dinner?”
Bring a “bag” dinner...or stop and pick up
something on your way...or wait until after
class to eat. There will be drinks and a light
snack provided.

It is imperative that the church establish
financial stability and sustainability. We
cannot call a pastor if we cannot meet the
financial obligations to support him or
her. The Stewardship 2020 pledge campaign
kicks off on Sept. 22. It is equally important to
discern who we are as a congregation. Session has approved a Congregational Vitality
Survey (free denominational resource) to be
conducted during worship Sept. 22-Oct. 6.
Make sure your pledge card gets turned in and
your voice is heard on the survey. Be a part of
the future at Grace Covenant.

Congregational Meeting
There will be a congregational meeting on Sept. 15th
after the second service for the purpose of amending
the by-laws and electing new officers.

By-Laws
Copies of the proposed by-laws are available in
the Narthex in the glass case and in the church
office.

Hymns for Occupations
Astronaut - "Nearer My God, To Thee"
Baker - "I Need Thee Every Hour"
Barber - "A Parting Hymn We Sing"
Baseball Batter - "Seek Ye First"
Builder - "How Firm a Foundation" and "The
Church's One Foundation"
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News from Small Blessings
Child Care
“School days, school days
Dear old Golden Rule days
‘Reading and ‘riting
and ‘rithmatic…”
The school year 2019-2020 has officially started
at Small Blessings. The school offers classes
for infants through three year olds and the
Florida State Run VPK for four year olds.
SBCC is considered one of the best in Orlando
and we are proud to share our GCPC campus
with them!

Family Fun Nite
Tuesday, September 17, 6:29 pm
Conway Hall
All are invited to gather for a covered dish
dinner (drinks, bread and dessert provided
for you) followed by a time of word games
and fellowship around the table. Come join
the fun!

Fourth Thursday
at the Garden
Thursday, September 26, 6:30 pm

Thanks to Connor Umpierre for providing the
new speed bumps as his Eagle Scout project.
SBCC parents have commented on what a
wonderful addition they are. Many have been
impressed on the quality of the bumps used.
They definitely have shown a difference in the
traffic slowing down by the school!
Morning coffee for the parents as they bring
their children to SBCC began August 22nd and
will continue to be served on the first Thursday
of each month.

Whether you are driving by SBCC or any other
school, please remember to go slowly and
watch out for children crossing, walking or
riding bikes on the streets.
Here’s to a great school year for all of us,
children and adults!
GRACE COVENANT PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Presents

Dave Ramsey’s
Financial Peace University
September 8, 2019 thru November 3, 2019
4 - 6 pm

Conway Hall
$129.99

Register online at daveramsey.com/fpu

Olive Garden Restaurant on East Colonial
Last month there were 30 gathered for good
food and fellowship. It was a great time to
sit and enjoy the company of good
friends. Don’t miss out on the fun . . . the
fourth Thursday of each month. Hope to see
you there.

Book Club
The Book Club will meet on Monday,
September 16, in the Grace Covenant
Library to discuss Sarah’s Key by Tatiana
deRosnay. Sarah's Key follows the two plots
of Sarah Starzynski, a ten-year-old girl during
World War II, as well as the life of Julia
Jarmond in present-day Paris. The stories are
connected through the apartment, now belonging to
Julia’s
husband’s
family,
which happened to be the
childhood home of Sarah.
Looking Ahead
October 28, In the Field of Grace by Tessa Afshar (a story of Ruth)
December 16, Prayers of a Stranger by Davis
Bunn (a Christmas story).
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ROOTED Student Ministry Schedule
September
1

ROOTED is off for Labor Day weekend.

8

We’ll have awesome dinners provided
by our parental units, games, music,
prayers, announcements, and a lesson.
Bring your friendz!!!

15

We’ll have awesome dinners provided
by our parental units, games, music,
prayers, announcements, and a lesson.
Bring your friendz!!!

22

We won’t meet on 22nd because–
Our annual Spaghetti Fundraising lunch
and dinner is on the 22nd. Look for
more information on this fundraiser, and
how/where you can help.

29

We’ll have awesome dinners provided
by our parental units, games, music,
prayers, announcements, and a lesson.
Bring your friendz!!!

Students
Sunday School meets every Sunday in the
Youth Room with FREE, yep, FREE donuts,
juice, and Jesus!!! And sometimes Carole P.
will take us on a Walk to Wawa.
Sunday School runs 9:30-10:30 a.m.

Watch for details on our Annual Spaghetti Luncheon, Sept. 22nd.
For more details on our events and other news….
you can friend us on Facebook at: Grace Covenant PC Youth,
and on Instagram at: rootedgcpc.

Lifeline Screening

Ultreya

LIFELINE SCREENING will be returning to
our campus on Monday, September 9. Life
Line Screening goes beyond regular checkups
to look inside your arteries for signs of
plaque build-up. Five screenings are available:
Carotid Artery/’Plaque, Heart Rhythm,
Abdominal Aortic Aneurysm, Peripheral
Arterial Disease and Osteoporosis Risk
Assessment screenings. These screenings are
painless and non-invasive.

You Are Invited

To register call 1-866-229-0469 or online at
www.lifelinescreening.com/communitycircle
More information is available on the Kiosk.

Saturday, October 5, 2019
1:00 PM - 4 PM

Conway Hall

Ultreya is a Spanish word, which means Onward,
Persevere, Press on and Hang In There. We will
meet to encourage one another and to inspire
each other on our journey. We enjoy the fellowship,
singing testimonies, praise and worship as we
participate in the Communion Service. This
half-day gathering will be held Saturday, Oct. 5
for those interested in learning more about
Ultreya. Pizza and beverages will be provided
by the Orlando 4th Dayers. For more info,
contact Minnette Mullings.
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CHURCH FALL
YARD SALE
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 19TH.
10:00AM – 2:00PM
Clean out your cupboards, closets and garages!
The Outreach Committee is organizing a yard
sale to benefit the Water Cistern at Good Shepard School in Port Au Prince, Haiti.
Seven years ago after our first mission trip in
2012 to Haiti, GCPC started a campaign to
bring clean water to the students. They were
only receiving 8oz. of safe drinking water a
day. Four ounce packets of water could be
bought on the street for less than a penny, but
the children come from an extremely poor area
and could not afford the luxury of more water.
We saw children drinking water from filthy
pools of water and it appalled us! We attempted drilling, but the water came back too salty,
so a year ago we installed a cistern and fill it
with clean water as needed.
The school now has two pipes that act as fountains and the students have clean water every
day! Money from the sale will be used to
maintain clean water at the school.
All items not sold will be taken to the Russell
Home Thrift Shop in Pine Castle.
We will start collecting donations the first
week in October. Bring items to Smith Hall on
Sunday mornings, or Monday - Friday during
church office hours. Come on Tuesday or
Thursday mornings if help is needed to get the
items into Smith Hall. Call the church office
for more information.
We are accepting anything that you think will
sell, except clothes. Please donate clothing to
your favorite charity. Already we know there
will be the usual yard items, plus a cast iron
porcelain kitchen sink, fancy chairs, VHS players, new décor pillows, large coffee pots, skill
saw, on and on! If you bring a larger item for
the sale please attach a suggested value and
price.

Hungry Children
in Our Community!
Starting in September, GCPC’s monthly food
donations will be going to two community elementary schools, Dover Shores and Eccelston.
Each school has set up a pantry to stock backpacks with food for the children to take home
for the weekends. Our food will help to fill the
shelves for this important public school mission. Over 73% of children in Orange County
are on free or reduce lunch programs. Many of
these children have little for dinner or on the
weekends. We don’t hear from the children
who go hungry, however, the school administrators do, and they need our help. They
remind us that well children do better in school
and they have less health problems. Please
bring items the first Sunday of the month that
require little or no cooking. Remember that
many of these children are five and six years
old, so pull top cans and easily opened containers are needed. Food items requested from
the schools:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Cereal (dry or instant)
Juice Boxes
Pop Tarts
Peanut Butter
Canned Pasta Meals
Jelly
Crackers (plain or cheese/peanut butter
Canned Meat (Spam, chicken, Vienna sausages,
tuna)
Fruit (individual cups or dried)
Beef Jerky
Canned (full strength) Soup and Stew
Ziplock bags to separate the food and pack
it into backpacks.
Thank you for helping
Hungry Children in Our Community!
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Share the Care

Stated Session Meeting, August 15, 2019
An overview of the pastor search process was
presented along with several mission study
initiatives that will help refine the search.
Session approved a congregational vitality
survey conducted by the denomination which
is available at no cost.
Church finances continue to hover at the
break-even point. A stewardship campaign
for the 2020 budget year will begin on Sept. 22.
Committees are working on budget proposals;
and the Stewardship subcommittee is implementing recommendations to emphasize
congregational generosity year-round.

Reports were received from each of the
committees, which included updates on the
completion of the AC install in the gym; the
extension of the care ministries of the church
into the community; new fall programming by
the CE committee; a host of fellowship events;
a year-to-date report on Outreach mission
support spending and new Growth and
Outreach initiatives; and worship planning
through Advent and Youth planning through
the end of the year.
The Interim Pastor presented three new redevelopment goals: communications, community relationships, and congregational vision.
Reports were received from the Foundation
and Officer Nominating Committee.
Session approved revisions to the proposed
by-laws which will be presented to the congregation on Sept. 15.
Session removed ten inactive members from
the rolls bringing membership to 437.

Share the Care is the long-time ministry partner of the church which provides senior daycare and respite care on the first floor of John
Calvin Memorial Hall. New contracts with
Share the Care and janitorial service approved
last month have been executed. A liaison committee to Share the Care was appointed. "M"
Waddell, Wayne Champion, Diana Ibarra, Joe
Waddell, and Bruce Lampman will work with
Share the Care on planned improvements and
other needs moving forward.

The Surveys Are Coming!
A short Congregational Vitality Survey will be
handed out in worship on Sun, Sep. 22. The
survey is designed to measure congregational
vitality in the areas of discipleship, outreach,
evangelism, leadership, worship, relationships, etc. The survey, which consists of 26
questions, is not a test and there are no right or
wrong answers. It is voluntary, confidential,
and open to all worshipers—not just members.
Congregational Vitality Surveys will also be
available on Sun. Sept. 29 and Oct. 6 for those
unable to attend worship on Sept 22.
A second survey which is designed to measure
the congregation’s preferences about the
characteristics and skills of the next pastor is
planned for later this fall.
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Spaghetti Luncheon !!!!
On Sunday, September 22nd,
Noon
Conway Hall

The Youth Sponsored Spaghetti Luncheon Fundraiser
helps raise money for summer trips.
A suggested donation of
$7 per person or $20 per family
is greatly appreciated.
Want extra for supper?
To-go boxes will be available for $5.

